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The calendar says spring is here but the 
weather in the Great Lakers area is a little 
slow catching up with the calendar!  The last 
patches of snow are slowly disappearing and 
we are starting to see more of the sun.  So 
that means if you didn’t head for warmer 
climates over the winter, it’s time to get your 
coach out of storage, uncovered, and dusted 
off! 
 
The Great Lakers rally season is just around 
the corner.  Some of you may already be 
getting a jump start on the rally season if you 
will be in Tucson at the GMCMI Spring rally.  
Some of the rest of us will be working to finish 
up some coach projects or repairs before the 
Great Lakers May Birthday rally. 
 
Did any of you do a neat renovation to your 
coach recently, or even awhile ago?  Did you 
discover a unique solution that fixes a problem 
with your coach?  We want you to share a few 
of these things and other stories about your 
coach with our members.  See the article from 
 our  club  webmaster  about  featuring   Great  

Lakers  members  and   their  coaches  on  our 
club website.  If you attend a Great Lakers 
rally this year, you can get a chance to see 
some of our club coaches that have some 
unique features, and perhaps get some ideas 
to add to your own list of things to do! 
 
I want to encourage each of you to consider 
getting to at least one of the Great Lakers 
rallies this year - even if you can’t stay for the 
entire rally.  Find the one closest to you and 
bring your coach if it’s drivable.  Or just come 
yourself, we’d love to have your join us!  We 
want to meet you and get to know you and 
your coach.  The GMC community is a great 
group of people and the Great Lakers are no 
exception! 

Becky Johnson 
 
Rally Reservations 
 

This year, rally participants will be required to 
make their own camping arrangements directly 
with the campground. Call the campground, 
find out which sites are available for the club 
or are being held under the rally host’s name 
and arrange payment directly with the 
campground.   When making your camping 
arrangements be sure to fully understand the 
campground cancellation policy in the event 
that you, for whatever reason, are unable to 
participate in the rally. The rally registration 
form will be included in the newsletter, must be 
completed and mailed to the rally host, with a 
check, payable to the GMC Great Lakers 
Motorhome Club, Inc. to cover all other rally 
expenses. 
 

Sara Halley 
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Great Lakers Website -- New Feature -- Coach of the Month 

 
Looking ahead, I'm planning on adding a column to the GMC Great Lakers 
website gmcgreatlakers.org called "Coach of the Month".  As the name implies, I'd like to have a 
feature article about one GMC motorhome that belongs to a Great Lakers member each month.  
The coach will also be featured on our home page for all to see.   Here's the catch...I need your 
help.  I need you to gather together some information about what makes your GMC 
special/unique.  You can provide as little or as much as you'd like, an overall summary of the 
vehicle or details about a particular feature.  Places that you've gone with the vehicle and 
changes that you've made to it.  And photos - I really like photos. 
 
Does your coach qualify?  Absolutely!  Every GMC is unique and every GMC is special.  Some 
rigs may have been stretched and some have gorgeous paint jobs. Some are in almost original 
condition.  Some have modified engines, suspensions or brake systems.  Some have custom 
interiors.  One club member has a coach with a model train that runs loops inside.  Another has a 
coach with a fireplace.  There are clever screen door designs, power door locks, custom dashes, 
self stowing tables, rear disc brakes and fuel injection.  The list of ideas and features goes on and 
on.  As I said, every vehicle is unique. 
 
The stories are unique too.  Some members have owned their coaches for decades and have 
traveled the continent.   So include some information about yourself and how/when you acquired 
the coach, places you've been or plan to go.  Email whatever you've got to me and I'll put 
everything together on the website.  Like magic, you and your coach will be our showpiece for a 
month! 
 
Some of our members attend a lot of rallies and have a chance to show off their rigs and tour 
those of others in person.  Others can't attend so you can think of the "Coach of the Month" 
column as your opportunity to give others a virtual tour of your baby. You get to show off and the 
rest of us get to collect ideas for our next modifications. 
 
I know that it is not an easy task to pull together the information that I'm asking for so I'm giving 
you this early heads up.  The first "Coach of the Month" won't happen for a while so don't be 
intimidated.  Start the process now and you can do it. And remember, at a pace of one coach per 
month, it will take us years to make it through everyone! 
   
If you would like to feature your motorhome or have questions, email or call Steve Johnson 
(webmaster@gmcgreatlakers.org).         

Steve Johnson 

A special thank you to Steve, Becky, Ivan and Zoe Johnson for providing the enclosed copy of 
the first issue of the GMC MotorHome Traveler newsletter from February – March 1976.  The 
GMC Truck & Coach Division of General Motors produced the publication.  The club named, 
GMC Michigan Wolverines, became the first chapter of the GMC MotorHome Owners Club and is 
the foundation for the GMC Great Lakers Motorhome Club that we belong to today. 
 

Max Cramer, treasurer of the newly formed club is quoted, as saying “Because the GMC 
MotorHome is unique among all recreational vehicles, there’s a special bond of pride and 
recognition among GMC owners.  This new club…will help strengthen that bond even more.”  
Little did he realize how profound his words are even today - forty-two years after they were 
spoken!                John Pryzbylek 
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GMCMI Conventions 
 
April 6 – 12, 2018  The 1970’s – Disco!   Tucson Lazydays KOA 
         Tucson, AZ 
 
Sept. 21 – 27, 2018  Christmas in September  Amana RV Park & Event Center 
         Amana, IA 
 
March 22 – 28, 2019 Tallahassee Treasurers  North Florida Fairgrounds 
         Tallahassee, FL 
 
 

May 22 – 25  Birthday Rally Wapakoneta KOA   Executive Board 
      14719 Cemetery Rd. 

Wapakoneta, OH 45895 
Tel:  419.738.6016 
 

June 6 – 10  GLAMARAMA Allegan County Fairground  GLAMA 
150 Douglas Street 
Allegan, Michigan 49010 
Tel: 269.673.6501       

 
July 12 – 15  Joint Rally with Atwood Lake Park   Jane & Bill Michel 
   GMCES  9500 Lakeview Rd. NE   Ask for Gretchen when you 
      Mineral City, OH 44656   call to make your  
      Tel:  330.343.6780   reservation by 6/4/2018 
           Senior price: $44 / night 
 
August 14 – 16    Coshocton KOA   Teresa and Rick Little 
      24688 County Road 10 

Coshocton, OH 43812 
Tel:  740.502.9245 
 

September 21 – 27     Tentative  Amana RV Park & Event Ctr. GMCMI 
      3890 C Street 
      Amana, IA 52203 
      Tel:  319.622.7616 
 
October 11 - 14    River Ridge RV Resort  Frank Griffin and 
      22265 8 Mile Road   Barbara Rhoades 
      Stanwood, MI 49346 
      Tel:  231.823.8338 
 
 
Are you registered for GLAMARAMA June 6 - 9?  Please contact Sara Halley no later than 
May 10th, so she can advise the GLAMA contacts with a coach count for parking together as a 
group and insuring we have the appropriate electrical hook-ups. 

Mark your calendars now for the 2018 GMC 
Great Lakers Motorhome Club Rallies.  
Consider hosting a rally at your favorite local 
campground - you will get plenty of help.  It’s 
your party – do whatever makes you happy! 



 

 8 

  
May 2018 Birthday Party Rally (42 years old and counting)  Wapakoneta KOA 
Historical Western Ohio        14719 Cemetery Road 
Campsite Fee:  Pull through site with full hook-ups $41.51 per night  Wapakoneta, OH 45895 
Campsite Fee:  Back in site with electric and water $39.81 per night  Tel: 419.738.6016 
 
When you call, register and pay for your campsite, no later than May 4, 2018, tell the KOA if you would like to be 
included in the 10:00 AM Airstream factory tour and have lunch at the Inn Between Tavern at 12:30 PM on 
Wednesday, May 23, 2018.  Be sure to mail your completed rally registration form with the rally fee check to Sara 
Halley, no later than May 4, 2018 so she knows who will participate in the rally and the number of attendees. 
 

Tuesday, May 22nd -- Come to camp after 12:00 PM find your friends and relax.  Happy hour later - bring snacks. 
 

Wednesday, May 23rd -- The day will be busy, if you want. Breakfast starts at 7:30 AM and line up by 9:15 AM for 
the GMC Great Lakers private 10:00 AM tour of the Airstream factory, (https://www.airstream.com), located at 419 
W. Pike Street, Jackson Center, OH 45334.  If you do not want to attend the morning tour, there is a 2:00 PM tour 
open to the public.  Fashion Alert - Closed toe shoes are required for those participating in the Airstream factory tour. 
 

Lunch, at approximately 12:30 PM following the Airstream factory tour, will be at the Inn Between Tavern, 
(http://innbetweentavern.com), located at 16488 County Road 25A, Botkins, OH 45306. 
BYOL – Buy Your Own Lunch 
 

Following lunch, we will visit one of the largest private collections of bicycles in the world at the Bicycle Museum of 
America (http://www.bicyclemuseum.com). The museum is located 10 miles west of the restaurant at 7 West Monroe 
St., (State Route 274), New Bremen, OH 45869. 
 

One of the Miami-Erie Canal locks is adjacent to the museum.  The Miami and Erie Canal in Ohio ran about 274 
miles constructed from Cincinnati to Toledo to create a water route from the Ohio River to Lake Erie. Construction on 
the canal began in 1825 and was completed in 1845.  The buildings have been refurbished.  Take time to look it 
over, the canals served as the first interstate and commercial use gradually declined during the late 19th century due 
to competition from the railroads which began to be built in the area in the 1850s. 
 

Thursday, May 24th – Breakfast buffet at R J’s Coffey Cup from 8:30-10:30.  The Armstrong Air & Space Museum 
(https://www.armstrongmuseum.org) is near the KOA at 500 Apollo Dr., Wapakoneta, OH open 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 
 

Tour Wapakoneta, find out about the Ottawa, Shawnee, Seneca, and Ohio Seneca-Cayuga native American tribes 
that adopted the life style of the white settlers until the United States government forced them to leave in 1831. The 
Treaty of Wapakoneta and the Treaty of Lewistown resulted in the removal of the Shawnee and Seneca to the state 
of Kansas.  Drive over to Ft. Recovery, the site of two well-known battles of the American Indian Wars -- St. Clair’s 
Defeat in 1791 and the Attack on Fort Recovery in 1794. 
 

Friday, May 25th – Following breakfast at 7:30 AM we leave by 12:00 noon to follow the trail home. 
 

Coordinates for the Wapakoneta KOA:   Lat 40.56599    Lon -84.166931 
Coordinates for the Airstream factory:   Lat 40.440708  Lon -84.045266 
Coordinates for the Bicycle Museum of America:  Lat 40.436677  Lon -84.380924 

2018 GMC Great Lakers Birthday Rally Registration Form -- Historical Western Ohio     
 
Name: ______________________________________________________ Tel. No.: _____________________ 
 
Rally Fee: _____  One Person / Motorhome   $15.00     _____  Two People / Motorhome   $30.00 
 
  _____ Additional Person / Motorhome  $15.00 Name:  ___________________________________ 
 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GMC GREAT LAKERS MOTORHOME CLUB, INC. 
 
Mail the completed form with your check, no later than May 4, 2018 to: Ms. Sara Halley 

   14100 Taylor Road 
Are you a new member of the GMC Great Lakers?   Yes     No       Plain City, OH  43064-9708 
 
Is this the first GMC Great Lakers rally you have attended?     Yes     No      _____  Handicap Parking Required 
 
Comments:                   Campsite No. ______ 
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Financial Report 

 
March 2018 

Starting Balance:                $   13,075.04 
Revenue:             $            0.00 
Expenses:             $            0.00 
Ending Balance:            $   13,075.04 

Get well cards have been sent to these individuals: 
 

None, Everyone must be doing well! 
 
Sympathy cards have been sent to the families of: 
 

The family of John Schoenfield returned a 
thank you card to the club. 

 
 

NOTHING TO REPORT AT THIS TIME 
 
 

Helpful Camping Tips 
 

When using a public campground, a tuba 
placed on your picnic table will keep the 
campsites on either side vacant. 
 

Lint from your navel makes a handy fire 
starter. Warning: Remove lint from navel 
before applying the match. 

FREE in the East Lansing, MI area:  Three 
(3) original 16.5 inch steel wheels.    If there 
are no takers, I will be sending them off to the 
scrap pile within a month or so.  Anyone 
interested can email Warren directly at 
rojewsw@gmail.com 
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FMCAssist is emergency medical evacuation 
coverage available to members worldwide as 
long as you are more than 100 miles from 
home. You can be traveling in an RV, car, 
plane, ship, or motorcycle to be eligible for this 
benefit. If you are a full-time RVer, you are 
always considered 100 miles from home. 
Some exclusions and limitation amounts 
pertain to this benefit. 
 
FMCAssist coverage is provided by Seven 
Corners and is underwritten by Lloyd's of 
London. 
 
What do you need to do to enroll in this 
program? Absolutely nothing! As long as you 
are an active FMCA member and your FMCA 
dues are current, you have coverage. 
 
All of these benefits must be arranged by 
Seven Corners in order to be covered. If you 
have a medical emergency, dial 9-1-1; consult 
with a physician; then, call Seven Corners at 
(877) 202-4176, in advance if you need to use 
these services. The collect (worldwide) 
number is (317) 582-2619. 

Please be sure to contact Steve Johnson, 
Membership Chair, with any changes or 
additions to your address, telephone and eMail 
accounts. 
 
All members of the GMC Great Lakers chapter 
of FMCA must be current in both their FMCA 
and Great Laker dues.  Chapter dues are due 
and payable January 1.  Members are 
considered delinquent when their dues 
payment has not been received by March 1.  
See Article III – Members, Section 4 of the 
Chapter Bylaws for additional information. 

NEWS & 
UPDATES 

2018 Club Officers and Staff 
 President 

Becky Johnson 
Telephone:  248.343.7636 

Email:  president@gmcgreatlakers.org 
 

Vice President 
Sara Halley 

Telephone:  614.873.8577 
Email:  vice_president@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
Secretary 

Bea Newman 
Telephone:  513.919.2026 

Email:  secretary@gmcgreatlakers.org 
 

Treasurer 
John Shotwell 

Telephone:  419.267.5140 
Email:  treasurer@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
FMCA National Director 

Merle Carpenter 
Telephone:  616.560.3369 

Email:  fmca_director@gmcgreatlakers.org 
 

FMCA Alternate Director 
Marv Miller 

Telephone:  574.238.1124 
Email: alt_fmca_dir@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
Director at Large 
Margi Baumbarger 

Telephone:  419.832.5103 
Email: dir_at_large@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
Sunshine and Rainbows Debra Pryzbylek 

Telephone:  419.825.5259 
Email: sunshine@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
Membership Chair and Webmaster Steve Johnson 

Telephone:  248.378.3177 
Email: webmaster@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
Club Historian  Bill Helmore 

Telephone:  248.375.1777 
Email:  historian@gmcgreatlakers.org 

 
Newsletter Editor John Pryzbylek 

Telephone:  419.490.3835 
Email: newsletter@gmcgreatlakers.org 

MEMBERSHIP 
AND DUES 
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GMC Great Lakers Motorhome Club, Inc. 
Newsletter Editor 
103 West Ridge Drive 
Swanton, Ohio 43558-1522 


